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Dear Friends,
As nights draw in and the darkness descends before it seems reasonable we close the curtains early
and curl up in the warmth of our living rooms, shutting out the blackness. And sometimes we‟d
like to blot out the dark evils of this world in much the same way pretending in our own comfort
that they don`t exist, or if we acknowledge that they do then to stand back and let others take responsibility to put the world to rights.
Yet, as Christians who are about to enter the Advent season we ought to remember that Jesus came
to dispel the darkness, not by drawing a curtain in front of it but by actively challenging the evils
within this world. Often Advent, like Christmas, is given a cosy feel. In Advent windows on calendars are opened daily, lights are switched on and the excitement mounts as we move towards the
giving and receiving of presents on Christmas Day and towards enjoying the festive season. Yet,
many people will not enjoy the festivity as war, poverty and oppression will not allow it. Sadly the
dark evils of this world will seem to have the final say.
And yet, as we approach the celebration of God‟s Son entering this world as a baby our knowledge
of the human life of Jesus tells us of how he conquered darkness and evil through his death on the
cross and subsequent resurrection. And, although, sometimes in this day and age it does not feel as
if Christ has overcome evil at all we need to recognise our own part in challenging wrong as he did
and so work with him until the darkness is finally blotted out, not by the closing of a curtain but
because Christ`s love shines brightly.
And we have worked with Christ to dispel darkness albeit in small ways. Our giving through the
Shoe Box appeal, through buying fairly traded goods, through sponsoring children in third world
countries, through our giving to charities, and in various other ways we play our part. We may
never know the difference we can make when we help to dispel the darkness.
And so as we wait expectantly for the Light of Christ to come in all its fullness let us continue to
work and to pray that his light will shine ever brighter through our prayers, our words and our actions. And may you each know his light shining in your own lives not only at Christmas but
throughout the whole year.
Every blessing,

Meg
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Prayer Page
Synod Prayers for December

Manse Prayers

Offer prayers for North Tyne Partnership

Manse Prayers are held every Tuesday
at 8.45am and everyone is welcome to
Week beginning 4 December
Bellingham LEP (Meth/URC); Wark LEP (Meth/ attend.
7th Dec
Marton
URC); Falstone & Kielder
th
14
Dec
Guisborough
Week beginning 11th December
st
21 Dec Marton
Retried ministers and ministers not in pastoral charge;
28th Dec No Prayers
Ministerial self-appraisal co-ordinator, Mrs Margaret
3rd Jan
Guisborough
Humberston
10th Jan
Marton
th
th
17
Jan
Guisborough
Week beginning 18 December
th
24 Jan
Marton
Synod Rural consultant; Rev Dave Herbert
st
31
Jan
Guisborough
th
Week beginning 25th December
7 Feb
Marton
Pray for all Churches in the Region, and for all who are
sharing in their worship and activities over the Venues are as follows:
Guisborough: 31 Oakley Close
Christmas season
Marton: 10 Farington Drive
th

News from the Persecuted Church

Holocaust Commemoration
Service

Pray for Ashfaq Munawar, a Pakistani Christian.
Who was beaten unconscious by a gang of MusSunday 29th January at 1.00pm
lim extremists for joining in the celebrations on
the country‟s Independence Day. He was seSt Barnabas’ Church of England
verely injured in the attack by six Muslim men,
Linthorpe Road, Middlesbrough
who hit him with iron rods, on 14 August; his
Everyone is welcome to attend
jaw was fractured and he lost five teeth. Before
beating him, they asked Ashfaq if he was a Muslim or a Christian, and when he said that he was
a Christian, they chided him for joining in the
celebrations and told him to become a Muslim if News and prayers from Christian
he wanted to be included. Pakistani Christians
Solidarity Worldwide
are denied many opportunities and privileges
that the Muslim majority enjoy. Pray that the Pray for the Christians in the Aswan area of
authorities may do more to protect them from Egypt whose homes were set on fire during an
attacks of this kind.
attack in September. Pray also for the families
who have been terrorised by mobs and vandals
From the Barnabus Fund Prayer diary
Ancient
All our life is a celebration for us; we are convinced in fact, that God is always everywhere. We
sing while we work, we sing hymns while we sail, we pray while we carry out all life‟s other occupations.
Clement of Alexandria Theologian (3rd Century)
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Group Finance Report
The Group Finance Committee met on 24
October 2011 to look at the current year, to draw
up a Budget for 2012, and agree how this should
be allocated between the four Churches.

4. Pulpit and preaching fees and expenses to
include retired Ministers.
5. Sundries including Group Website and
admin costs.
Note: Manse maintenance costs are met from the
With reduced travel costs as a result of Catey’s Manse Fund also held by the Group
illness there is a projected surplus of £2000 for
2011. Linthorpe has paid the whole of its 2011 In 2012 it is clear that four churches cannot raise
contribution £4000 and has been most generous sufficient to meet the whole of these costs which
to the Group which will help greatly in future used to be shared by five churches. There are
years.
reserves in the Group funds and it has been
decided to draw on these to meet some of next
The Budgeted general fund expenditure for 2012 year’s costs. The contributions of each church
amounts to £14,700 which is about the same as will rise by 10% as follows:
for 2011. This is to cover
Guisborough
£2937 pa
£244.75 pm
1. Ministers travelling, telephone and broad
Lingdale
£1471
£122.58
band, computer supplies, worship
Redcar
£2937
£244.75
materials and books and any other
St.Andrews
£4402
£366.83
expenses of carrying out their jobs.
£11747
2. Ministers monthly fixed car allowance.
The balance of
£3000 from reserves.
3. Manse costs for two Manses: Council Tax,
£14747
Water, Insurance, Boiler contracts, Gas
certificates.
Jane Tomlin, November 2011

Guisborough
ute books were all on show, illustrating the earlier life of our Church.

Weekend of celebration.

On Saturday refreshments were available in the
Hall throughout the day. The exhibition was
open to view from 10.00am until 4.30pm. A
play “Before the Big Day” had been specially
written by Ray Tunnicliffe and was performed
three times through the day. Undoubtedly a
highlight for all who saw it, this 30 minute production, featuring Barbara Ward as Mrs Elizabeth Dunn and Don Beattie as Rev William Hinmers, brought the historical detail to life. Barbara speaks about the play :-

Jubilee, Jubilation, apt words from the Moderator‟s sermon to describe our bi-centenary weekend, 29th – 31st October. A church full with our
friends from other churches, families, guests and
civic representatives, reflecting the ecumenical
feeling in the town. When the subject of the
Church‟s 200th Anniversary was raised at a
meeting a few years ago, it seemed quite far into
the future. Now it is part of its 200 years of history.
Over the past few years Ray Tunnicliffe our secretary, has diligently researched back to 1811
and the exhibition viewed by the public over the
3 days of celebration was testimony to his work.
Profiles of the 36 ministers who have served the
Church over the years were on display, along
with information about the development of ministry. Building plans, photographs and old min-

I was amazed at how much of the wording
and historical content from the original
records, Ray had incorporated into the
script. The factual was interspersed with
the funny but again included some true
facts. Mrs Batchelor the wife of a previous
minister David Batchelor, asked to have a
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copy of the script to read. The most special moment for me was during the last
performance, when Mrs Dunn referred to
‘Miss Anne’ as ‘an intelligent demure
young lady, most articulate and well informed in conversation, sir’.

Ceilidh Band, Tombola Stall, buffet and good
company - what better way to round off a spectacular day of celebration. The music was excellent. Tricky dances were explained clearly and
„called‟ throughout so there was little excuse for
mistakes. However the odd wrong turn added to
the fun!

We now have the benefit of this subtle form of
matchmaking. Rev Hinmers married Miss Anne
and I addressed those lines to their g-g-g grandson Bill in the audience. Such a physical link
does have some effect on you. A tinge of sadness that Ray was not able to play opposite me
but a great thank you to Don Beattie who
stepped in at very little notice”

Sandra and Moira ran a fabulous tombola stall
with over 50 prizes. They raised just under £140
which together with the free-will offerings collected in lieu of ticket price, resulting in £418
being raised for Macmillan Cancer Support.
(When donations received from the exhibition
were added, the final amount totalled a splendid
£500.)

Invitation to a Ceilidh – free tickets for a party
event on the evening of Saturday 29th at St The evening continued with a sumptuous buffet
Nicholas Church Hall, The Cleveland Bays provided by Julie Melling. Plenty for all and

Guisborough Calendar
Sat

3 Dec

Tue
Sun
Sat
Sun
Sun
Sun

7 Dec
18 Dec
24 Dec
25 Dec
1 Jan
15 Jan

Tue 17 Jan
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed

18 Jan
19 Jan
20 Jan
21 Jan
22 Jan
23 Jan
24 Jan
25 Jan

8.00am Prayer Breakfast - for „The Bridge‟ – hosted by St Nicholas‟ in
the Church Hall, Bowe St.
2.30pm Service at Belmont View care Home.
9.30am Children‟s Service
2.30pm Christmas Eve Service at the Belmont View Care Home.
10.00am Christmas Day Service.
9.30am Morning Worship.
10.00am Guiz Kids – Guisbro‟ Churches JC‟s joining together in the
Methodist Church.
7.15pm Elders Meeting.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
12noon Prayers at Salvation Army;
12noon Prayers at Guisborough URC
12noon Prayers with Guisborough Christian Fellowship at St Nicholas
12noon Prayers at Methodist
6.15pm United Service at the Methodist Church
12noon Prayers at Quakers leading at the URC
12noon Prayers at St Nicholas
7.30pm Service at St Paulinus with refreshments afterwards.

Weekly
Thursdays 9.30am – 11.45am Coffee Morning
Thursdays
11.30am Quiet Time – prayers and reflections with Catey, Meg, Ken and
others.
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some to take home! Towards
the end of the evening, the
Moderator picked 3 lucky tickets for the prize draw.

Date
Vestry
Communion Door
Flowers
4th Dec
M Houston D Cross
D Houston
L Reeves
11th Dec J Basham
J Bulmer
J Bulmer
18h Dec
J Reynolds
D Moore
Christm’ Flo’
24th Dec (Sat)
Arranged on the day
Christm’ Flo’
Together with the Moderator
25th Dec B Ward
P Etwell
Christm’ Flo’
Rowena Francis, we welcomed
D Moore
M Burrows J Bulmer
Christmas Fl’
five other ministers to the 1st Jan
8th
Jan
D
Houston
M
Houston
C Robertson
ceilidh, together with members
B Ward
D Beattie
D Harris
from eight local churches 15th Jan
22nd
Jan
D
Cross
R
Tunnicliffe
J Basham
(including Great Ayton MethP Etwell
J Reynolds M Houston
odists where we had been so 29th Jan
warmly welcomed on our picnic day in the summer) as well as Bridge mem- October. This was the anniversary of the day
bers and our Junior Church members Tyla and 200 years ago when the Chapel opened. Meg led
Bryony Bennison. Although Catey was unfortu- a short service of thanksgiving at noon.
nately ill, it was lovely to see John and the children. The verdict - a very enjoyable evening Jubilee, Jubilation; we are each naturally left
among friends.
with personal memories of an uplifting weekend, individually expressed in the balloons.
The theme for the Sunday service was Jubilation
and Thanksgiving, both for past gifts and the
continuing redistribution of gifts for the future. Prayers of thanks were offered for
Meeting friends
Wonderful
God‟s blessings to us from the time when
from the past
hymn singing
our own Chapel began 200 years ago, to
our present work in the community with
children and the elderly in Belmont House. To
this end, the service included a personal Act of
The last hymn ‘O
Commitment inviting all present to affirm their
for a thousand
support for the present and future hopes
tongues
to sing’
for our Church. Thanks were
The play – bringing hisgiven for the shared talents of
tory alive
worship leaders across the East
Cleveland Group and the Mission
Partnership. Representatives from other
churches in the town joined in thanks for the
work of Churches Together and the Bridge. The
Christians together celesermon was given by Rowena Francis, the Modbrating and having fun
erator of the Northern Synod
A note of sincere thanks to our special guest, Mr
Bill Hinmers, the great, great, great grandson of
our first minister. We were delighted that he
Seeing the
could arrange a busy professional schedule to be
church full
with us for a Saturday performance of the play
and our Sunday service. As with any celebration, we had a cake which was cut after the ser- Collectively, the three days revealed an active,
vice by Bill Hinmers and Mary Robson, a senior living fellowship, working together and moving
forward in faith and hope to the next Jubilee.
member of the Church.
Guisborough Folk
The exhibition was again open on Monday 31st
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St Andrew’s
Christmas Social with Mince Pies

Shoe Boxes

The Christmas Social with Mince Pies is at St
Andrew‟s on Wednesday 7th December at
7.30p.m. Tickets £2.00 available from Una, Doreen, Sheila or Joan S. Proceeds are in aid of
church funds.

The Shoe Box Appeal has now finished and
forty two boxes were sent from this church.
Many thanks to Shona, Natalie, Leanne and the
rest of the „girls‟ for all their help. Thanks to
everyone who contributed to helping us send so
many boxes. Also thanks to Grant for delivering
There will be refreshments and a raffle. Please the boxes to the collection point. Please save up
come along for a very enjoyable evening with your empty shoe boxes for next year!!
some communal singing!

Toy Service

Christingle Service

The Toy Service is to be held on Sunday 11th
December at 10.00am. The Salvation Army are
once again collecting new toys for local children. We would be grateful for any toys to be
brought along unwrapped to this service together with a sheet of wrapping paper.

Meg Robb
Saturday 24th December
6.30pm
All welcome

Coatham House

Thank you.

Please remember the young people of Coatham
Coffee Morning
House. They desperately need tins of food, dried
goods, toiletries and soap powder. We have a Una and Joan‟s Coffee Morning held on 20th
collecting box in the vestibule every Sunday. Oct. raised £176.00 for church funds. Thank you
They do need our help. Thank you.
to everyone. We had a lovely morning.
Churches Together in Marton & Nunthorpe

Week Of Prayer for Christian Unity

Prayer List

`We will all be changed`

Week beginning:
4th Dec
Nunthorpe Methodist Church
11th Dec St Bernadette’s RC Church
18th Dec Coulby Newham Baptist Church
25th Dec St Andrew’s United Reformed Church
1st Jan
Marton Methodist Church
8th Jan
St Cuthbert’s Church of England
th
15 Jan St Mary’s Church of England
22nd Jan Nunthorpe Methodist Church
29th Jan St Bernadette’s RC Church
Please pray for our developing relationships with each
other and our working together in the community. Pray
for the work within schools and with children and young
people and also for work within residential homes.

Soup Lunches at Midday followed by Prayer
Monday 16th Jan - Marton Methodist Church
Tuesday 17th Jan - Nunthorpe Methodist Church
Wednesday 18th Jan - St Andrew’s URC
Thursday 19th Jan - St. Bernadette`s RC Church
Friday 20th Jan - St Mary’s Church Hall
Joint Service at 6.30pm
Sunday 22nd January - St Cuthbert`s Church
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Ladies’ Fellowship

News from Rosemary

At our last Ladies‟ Fellowship meeting we had a
very interesting trip to St Kilda and the Orkney
Isles courtesy of slides shown to us by Jimmy
Anderson. We look forward to our next trip.

Greetings from Uganda and thank you very
much for my medicine, letters and post cards
and prayer support. The kids have just gone
back to school after giving me lots of headaches
during their term holidays. Sometimes I feel I
cannot put up with their stubbornness any
longer. They take advantage of having the house
to themselves most of the day when I am away
for work to do whatever they wish. Now that
they have left I have a little bit of calm and relief.

Our Ladies‟ Fellowship St. Andrew‟s Lunch is
on the 30th November which happens to be St.
Andrew‟s Day. Ladies please meet at the Treebridge Hotel at 12.30pm.
Please note our next evening meeting will be on
Wednesday 4th January at 7.30pm when Meg
will be giving us a talk on Mozambique.

(Continued on page 8)

St Andrew’s Calendar
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sun
Wed
Mon
Wed
Sat
Sat
Wed
Thu
Wed
Wed

3rd Dec

6.00pm Churches Together Quiz Night & Faith Supper at Nunthorpe
Methodist Church
th
6 Dec 10.00am – noon Churches Together Coffee Morning at Nunthorpe Methodist
Church
th
7 Dec
7.30pm Quiz Night and Social
th
8 Dec
2.00pm Prayer Meeting at 31 Roseberry Mews
th
11 Dec
10.00am Parade Service, Toy Service
18th Dec
10.00am Carols & Communion
19th Dec
2.30pm Service at Elmridge
21st Dec
2.30pm Communion Service at Kirkley Lodge
24th Dec
2.30pm Christmas Carols at Kirkley Lodge
24th Dec
6.30pm Christingle Service
4th Jan
7:30pm Ladies` Fellowship
5th Jan
2.00pm Prayer Meeting at 31 Roseberry Mews
11th Jan
7.30pm Elders` Meeting
25th Jan
1.30pm Knit „n‟ Natter

Weekly
Wednesday
Sunday
Boys Brigade

9.30am Morning Prayers and a short act of worship, all welcome
After Worship Traid Craft Stall (Last Sunday in month)
Details available from ministers and church elders

Modern
Be ashamed of nothing but sin; not of fetching wood,, or drawing water, if time permit; not of
cleaning your own shoes or your neighbour‟s.
John Wesley Founder of Methodism (18th Century)
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The situation in Uganda is getting out of hand
due to the high rate of inflation, and ordinary
Ugandans cannot afford even the barest minimum of essential commodities such as sugar,
salt, kerosene and soap. There have been sporadic strikes of teachers and other categories of
civil servants demanding a living wage that
matches the cost of living but I don‟t think their
cries will be heard. I think the best thing we can
do at the moment is watch and pray that God
gives us grace to cope with the situation as it is.

(Continued from page 7)

I don‟t know what the weather is like in England
but it has been raining hard in Uganda and there
have been floods and mudslides in most parts of
the country, so getting from Kampala to Jinja
for work is problematic: it is often rainy in the
mornings and evenings when I have to walk
which means I have to soak for most of the day.
The good news is that I haven‟t had any serious
asthmatic attacks despite the unfavourable
weather; maybe it could be that I am having the
right medication. (Thanks Roger!)
I hope you have enjoyed you summer and the
autumn will be just fine, free from breezes and
With the rising cost of living in Uganda I don‟t rain! The heather must be in bloom on the North
know what I would have done to cope with the York Moors, The thought alone makes me
current situation. The Lord God has been gra- happy and appreciative of God‟s wonders of nacious to me “I can do all things through Christ ture, Last week I was in the city and saw a purwho strengthens me”.
ple blouse displayed in one of the shop windows
I have been so busy lately with preparing stu- and, though I had no intention to buy clothes at
dents for hospital final exams at the national re- all, I picked it because it reminded me of the
ferral hospital and now I have a new wet of stu- heather! Silly wasn‟t it?
dents who commenced their course in June. We Please give my warmest greetings to all my
are only two in the department so I am starting brothers and sisters at St Andrew‟s church. I
to feel the pinch of the pressure of work. I have praise God for your support. God bless and keep
submitted my request to the Ministry of Educa- you safe in His arms.
tion for more staff - at east one or two more
mentors - but I don‟t expect it would be soon. With love and best wishes.
The problem is that vey few nurses specialise in
Rosemary
paediatrics in Uganda.

Lingdale
Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to everyone who filled a shoe box – they were safely
delivered to the drop off point and are now on their way.

Flower Rota
4th Dec – Mr A Thompson
11th Dec – Mrs M Saunders
18th Dec – Miss S Griffiths
(in memory of Jean Winter)

25th Dec – Miss J Scarth

Lingdale Calendar
Weekly
3rd Sunday of month
4th Tuesday of month

6.00pm Worship to be followed by
kids time.
2.00pm Worship at Prospect Place
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8th Jan – Mr T Waller
15th Jan – Mrs J Scott
22nd Jan – Mrs P Green
29th Jan – Mr A Thompson
5th Feb – Mrs H Dunstan

Redcar
Redcar United Reformed Church

Christmas Concert
Sunday 18th December - 3.00pm.
Musical Items with Haydn

followed by tea/coffee mince pies

and lots more

Free Admission – Donations welcome

Redcar Calendar
Sun 18th Dec
Sun 15th Jan

3.00pm Concert in the Church. Everyone is welcome
10.45am Covenant Service at Zetland Park Methodist Church (No service at the URC)
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sun

16 Jan
17 Jan
18 Jan
19 Jan
20 Jan
22nd Jan

12 - 12.30pm
7 - 7.30pm
12 - 12.30pm
12 - 12.30pm
12 - 12.30pm
6.00pm

Prayers at Zetland Park Methodist Church
Prayers at St. Augustine‟s RC Church
Prayers at The Assembly of God Church
Prayers at The United Reformed Church
Prayers at St. Hilda‟s C. of E.
Joint Service- at Zetland Park Methodist Church

Weekly
Thursday

9.30am Prayers
10.00-11.30am Pop-in Centre

Ancient
The Father does not exist without the Son, for „Father‟ immediately implies „Father of a Son‟; and
the Son is the true teacher about the Father
Clement of Alexandria Theologian (3rd Century)

Modern
Let it be observed that cleanliness is no part of religion, that neither this nor any text of Scripture
condemns neatness of apparel. Certainly this is a duty, not a sin. Cleanliness is indeed next to godliness.
John Wesley Founder of Methodism (18th Century)
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Preachers
27-Nov
Marton 10.00am J Harper
Guisbo

9.30am M Robb

4-Dec

11-Dec

18-Dec

25-Dec

M Robb

M Robb

J Harper

C Wheeler

Church Meet

P‟de, Toy Serv. Communion

10.00am

D Harris

K Harris

M Robb

M Robb

Communion

Redcar 11.00am M Robb

10.00am

N Johnson

C Eddowes

M Robb

Communion

10.00am

Lingdale 6.00pm Advent Serv. M Robb

M Robb

C Morrison

K Harris

Communion

Family

10.00am

8-Jan

15-Jan

22-Jan

29-Jan

M Robb

M Robb

C Eddowes

M Robb

Parade

Communion

L Bustard

N Johnson

M Robb

L Bustard

N Johnson

Covenant Ser. M Robb

Mission Part‟ship

1-Jan
Marton 10.00am K Harris
Guisbo

9.30am M Robb

J Harper

Communion

Redcar 11.00am M Robb
Communion

Lingdale 6.00pm K Harris

J Harper

Zetland 10.45am

M Robb

C Morrison

Communion

Family

M Robb

Material for the February Magazine to church editors by Sunday 15th January 2012 please
Group Editor – R Wheeler, 5 Muirfield, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough, TS7 0JN. 01642 300546. rwhe106500@aol.com
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