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Dear Friends,

As you will all know by now, life has had a few more difficult times
than normal in recent months for me and my family. However, for one
thing, we are not alone in this as there are others in our Group who
also need the support of others right now as they face times of ill
health and difficultly. And just as my family has been blessed to receive the fantastic support of everyone in the Group - through flowers,
a listening ear and trays of lasagna - please do remember in the busyness of Christmas over the coming weeks, to reach out to those around
you who have extra need right now. But Christmas is also about allowing others to bless us, just as God blessed us with the gift of Jesus on
that first Christmas Day, so Christmas this year should also be about
being conscious of allowing others in on the darkest parts of our lives,
there to help us and support us and share with us this Christmas time,
just as we would want to support others in their need.

However, I am also aware that for others in the pastorate, life has
taken a more positive turn. Joan Swan has been celebrating in recent
times the birth of her granddaughter to her daughter Katie - a wonderful blessing for them all. Positive GCSE results this summer for some
of our young people have allowed them to move on to the colleges of
their choice, beginning to shape the life of their choosing. And the
right residential homes have been found for some at a later stage in
life, who have also been making choices as to the future ahead of
them.
The positives and negatives, the ups and downs of life. It comes to us
all in blessings and in challenges throughout our lives, although sometimes the challenges also eventually turn out to be blessings too when
we follow them through. Our world right now is likewise facing such
challenges and blessings. As one part of the world continues to throw
off the shackles of oppression, war and violence, another part of the
world seems to be descending into the chaos and fear of the very determined leadership of a small number of people who believe they have a
right to control as they feel led to by their convictions and even their
faith, bringing horror and oppression all over again to their own people
and, as we have seen in recent weeks, beyond the borders of their own
countries.
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And so just as we are good at reaching out to others in their need, this
Christmas we need to be aiming to support others in extreme need,
both in our country, for example, through our contributions to the
Food banks in our area, and around the world too. I am aware that over
40 shoe boxes have been sent from our Group to bless others in far
away places, which has taken a lot of effort from many people. But
these shoe boxes may well represent the first Christmas presents that
the children who receive them have ever had. In our world right now
Santa sadly is not able to reach every child around the world, but
through our efforts, the good news of Christmas will reach a little bit
further this year. So I pray that our aim this Christmas is to spread the joy where we can and as we are
able. For as a well know supermarket brand advertises “every little counts”. And that has to be true
about the Christmas message, given that it began in
a stable in insignificant Bethlehem.
Christmas blessings upon you all!
Revd Catey Morrison

Synod Prayers

6th December:
Ponteland; St John’s, Wideopen; Revd Joan Ross

13th December:
Stamfordham LEP; Revd Maureen Lloyd; Falstone & Kielder; Bellingham LEP; Wark LEP; Deacon Anne Taylor
20th December:
St John the Evangelist LEP, Kingston Park; Revd Roger Mills

27th December:
Christmas this week – PCM: All the Church’s ministers – those working in parishes and engaged in the active ministry of the Church, or
those retired, including appointed evangelists and youth workers;
Northern Salvation Army Divisional Commanders Majors Denis &
Olive Lomax
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Autumn Synod News

The theme of the Synod Meeting, held at Denewell Avenue
Church in Low Fell, was the Environment. Dr Andrew Bradstock, Church & Society Secretary at Church House led Bible
Study illustrating how environmental and social justice are expressions of our faith. And we
were asked to look at the draft
Environmental policy for the
Church - designed to be a cornerstone of our intent to reduce
our carbon footprint, recycle
more, minimise waste and improve efficiency etc.

deal with the very tense situations they will meet.

There has been a visit to Mozambique this Summer by the
Moderator, Helen Hogg (Synod
Finance officer) and Meg Robb
who spent a short time with her
friend Rosa. There is no chance
of Rosa being allowed to come
here due to the Government restrictions now in force. .

We still have no Synod Treasurer but Helen is coping very
well with the day to day work.
The Budget for 2016 was agreed
resulting in a Synod Levy of
£29.80 per member. The amount
raised pays for about one third of
Synod expenditure, the rest
comes from Property sales and
investment income. There was
some discussion about the feasibility of disinvesting in Companies which produce fossil fuels.
There is an ethical investment
policy governing investment decisions.

The Christian Aid speaker urged
us again to put more pressure on
our MPs re Climate Change.
which will hurt the poor hardest.
Politicians need to be made
aware of our concerns, since
they are currently making so
many conflicting decisions...
Andy Lie, the Ecumenical officer, has been training to join the
Ecumenical Accompaniment
Programme in Palestine and Israel under the Geneva Convention protection of civilians. The
teams go as observers and have
to be chosen and well trained to

The Northerly Synods discussions are continuing and we are
now sharing a Mission Enabler
(Rev Jane Rowell) with North
West Synod.
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Lis Mullen, our Moderator is
due to retire on 31 July 2016 so
the process of finding a successor has begun with Adverts
placed in Reform. It is hoped to
short list by the end of January.

We are accustomed to begin
with coffee but this has now
been extended to include a bacon sandwich. The Church had
obviously been warmed that
there would be a large number
there, all wanting butties, and at
the end at least 10 of us were
able to buy 2lbs of bacon for
£2,50 to bring home! (It will
take us a while to get through)

One item of news that I was
pleased to see: the Coulby
Newham Manse Trust has now
been wound up and the Trustees
(Roger, Evelyn and me) were
mentioned by name and thanked
in the Synod Trust Report, having done the job for at least 25
years.! .

Next time we meet it will be at
Jesmond (one of Meg’s
Churches) on 16 March 2016..
She is trying to think of something else to have with the cofIt was a heavy meeting with a fee!
PA system only moderate so that
hearing was a problem and we
Jane Tomlin
were being talked to for a long
time.

Guisborough

As we enter into advent an old joke about the festive season came
to mind: How do you know that is Christmas? Answer: when the
Easter Eggs are in the shops. At one level it’s a laugh – poking fun
at the relentless commercialisation of both festivals. Then it made
me pause to think about these two great celebrations of the Christian year – how do they compare? What are the important differences and attributes of each - and which is the greater, and does it
matter?
Theologically, we can answer these questions easily and in an in6

stant: Easter is the greatest – and yes it does matter more that Jesus
was the son of God, came on earth to be with us - died and was
raised from death to show that God cares for people. But then without the birth how can we have Christ’s resurrection? So, does this
make Christmas first or, perhaps, they are equal?

In Mark, the earliest Gospel, we have a view of Jesus as a man of
action and authority showing this though his teaching, healing;
with power over demons and the forgiving of peoples sins – leading onto his death on the cross and ultimate resurrection. This final
act is where the early church focussed the importance of the Good
News. Their first thoughts were quite naturally drawn to record the
surprise and amazement of the resurrection – and all that it implied. But the message had to be broadcast far and wide in the
world. In the Gospel of Matthew we see the genealogy of Jesus up
until his birth presenting his credentials to potential Jewish followers. For Luke the story of Jesus comes as an orderly account showing Jesus as both the promised saviour of Israel and of all mankind.
Aimed at gentile readers he deals with Jesus’ birth with care and in
great detail. So in each of these Gospels the narrative begins with
the birth of a child, who goes onto to do great things and it is a passage there, at the outset, to draw the reader or listener into the story
Guisborough Rotas
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as the early church seeks to evangelise. In any tale which is more
important: the intriguing opening or the final climax?

For the first 300 years of Christianity there is no record of the celebration of the Nativity. From an early list of Roman bishops, compiled in 354 AD, these words appear: December 25th, Christ born
in Bethlehem, Judea. (336 AD.) Was this the first celebration of
Christmas since the events in New Testament times? During that
era birthdays were not given great emphasis--not even the birth of
Jesus. The day on which a saint died was considered more significant than his or her birth, as it ushered him or her into the kingdom
of heaven. Christ's baptism received more attention than his birthday. But the story was there right at the beginning of two Gospels
– a first stage in the life Jesus, which must indicate a significantly
great level of importance.
But what of our experience? How do we, as individuals, view these
great festivals of the church? What are our memories of Christmas
and Easters past and present? Which do we look forward to most –
or even dread?

Tue 8th Dec
Thu 24th Dec

Guisborough Calendar

7.15pm Church meeting in the Hall
10am - 2pm Christmas Eve. Church will be
open between 10.00am and
2.00pm.
but no Market Day coffee morning on 24th or 31st December.

Weekly

Thursdays 9.30am – 11.30am Market Day Coffee Morning
Thursdays
11.30am Quiet Time – prayers and reflections with Ken, Catey,
Donna and others.
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Christmas is about Christ, but it can be difficult not to be influenced by the constant parade of commercial activities, associated
with the festival. We seem to get to the point where we are almost
told to spend, spend, spend because many business need a ‘good’
or to be more accurate, a ‘profitable’ Christmas in order to survive.
It is easy to criticise this splurge of consumerism but we can enjoy
much of what comes out of the giving and receiving of presents or
the sending and receiving of Christmas cards. It is often the one
time of the year when we can make contact with relatives, friends
and acquaintances who live far away. I have written to my cousin,
Marlene, in London, each Christmas for many years and so we able
to keep up date on family news and events. The downside can be
when family ‘get togethers’ may result in clashes of personalities
creating unfortunate friction to dampen the proceedings and work
against the ideal of the celebrated ‘season of good will.’

For the past five years I have been fortunate to have been invited to
lead worship at St Andrew’s Mission, Thornaby. This is something
I really enjoy. I always have a great welcome from the people
there. Also my long association with the Mission, as a child in the
Sunday School, adds something special to the overall experience. It
was here that I first learnt about Jesus and received a thorough
Christian education as we children entered scripture examinations
every year and often won prizes. So for me there is nothing better
that getting back to your roots now and again.

At Guisborough one special vision is of the work of the children
showing the Christmas Nativity in various forms. This is really
good and memorable, but does present a danger of seeing the birth
of Christ in an overly sentimental way. Christmas Day services, of
quiet reflection have, for me, countered this to a large extent.
Looking back I can remember a sermon where the question was
asked: how much thought do you give when you chose a Christmas
present? Can be difficult but when you succeed in getting it exactly
right – great happiness for the giver and receiver. We have been
given the gift of Christ – at great sacrifice – how important that we
are able to give gifts of real value to others.
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Way back in the early 90’s I was still involved in work for St Andrew’s Mission. For a number of years the Thornaby Christian
Council organised Good Friday Processions of Faith around the
town. At various points, on the route, short playlets were performed about the events of Holy Week. On one occasion, in 1993,
‘The Crucifixion,’ from the York Cycle of Mystery Plays, was performed in the Town Centre. Jesus was nailed to the cross, for the
crowed to see, and then raised up on high. Here, in a starkly dramatic form the medieval author showed the reality of the Jesus crucified – a vision that has stayed so clearly in my memory ever
since. It said so much to me about Easter.

The Guisborough Good Friday Procession of Witness, now walked
along Westgate in silence, is a much more reflective experience – a
quiet statement amidst the noise of passing traffic. It is has the image of God and spirituality surrounded by the clamour of a secular
age. Some people look on but will they be moved to engage? At
the end of the walk the final message comes from the preacher battling against sounds of ordinary life. But the message can be heard
if you listen carefully – which is what we must always do if we are
hear God’s word to us.
On Easter Day that message is at its most important. It may come
from the sermon preached, or the prayers, or the hymns - or from
the fellowship of the community of Christ gathered together. In
recent years members and children from Guisborough Church have
gone out onto the High Street, at the end of the service, to give
chocolate eggs to passers-by and wished then a Happy Easter. The
response has always been good. For me the best message comes
from the original source: reading the whole of the narrative as it is
recalled by St Peter in Mark’s Gospel.
So how do the two festivals compare: theologically and from each
of our own experience? The world famous old time evangelist,
Billy Graham, says that they are equal – it is not possible to have
one without the other. My experiences don’t give me a clear answer but the question got me thinking further on to Trinity Sunday.
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At this point in the Christian Year we look forward to a long
stretch of Sundays before the next Advent. They are numbered 1 to
25 or so – a long line of ordinariness. But are they orGuisborough Choral Society
dinary? No I think not. Our
Christmas Concert
Lord Jesus came to bring Saturday 12th December at 7.30pm
God’s will – heaven on Methodist Church, Westgate, Guisborough
earth. Living the Christian
life is how he wants us to With the theme of Christmas Through
be – and if only it could the Ages, the choir will be singing
happen every day. It is al- Christmas music from the past 500
years. So a 16th-century Portuguese
ways good to celebrate anpiece pondering the wonderful mystery
niversaries: birthdays, of Christ's birth in a stable surrounded
Christmas, Easter and Pen- by animals will rub shoulders with John
tecost – its shows respect Rutter's 1975 work, When Icicles Hang,
and honour to those cele- setting medieval songs and Shakespearbrated – but if we could ian lyrics to lively modern harmony.
bring a little more heaven With the familiar traditional carols and
on earth how so much bet- mince pies provided as well, it promises to be a wonderful celebration of
ter that would be.
Enjoy the festive season. A
Happy Christmas 2015.
Ray Tunnicliffe

the festive season!

Tickets are £6 adults, £5 concessions and £1
under-19s. They will be available: Greensleeves
Music,
Guisborough
Bookshop,
www.wegottickets.com, or on the door.
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St Andrew’s

Christmas Social

The Christmas Social is on
Wednesday 16th December at
7.30pm at St Andrew's. There
will be a raffle and tea/coffee
with mince pies. Proceeds to
support the work of Christian
Aid.

Knit 'n Natter

The next Knit 'n Natter will be
on Wednesday 27th January
2016 at St Andrew's 1.00pm to
3.00pm.

Flower List

Coffee for Charity

11th Oct
The Flower List for 2016 is now
on the notice board. Joan would 18th Oct
appreciate if anyone who is interested would they please add 25th Oct
their name to it. Thank you.
Also many thanks to Jane for 1st Nov
arranging the Advent Ring.

Wed 16th Dec
Wed 27th Jan

Boys Brigade

£22.55
Teesside Hospice
£16.50
Teesside Hospice
£16.00
Daisy Chain
£17.00

St Andrew’s Calendar

Weekly/Monthly
First Thursday

Boys' Brigade

7.30pm Christmas Social
1.00pm Knit ‘n Natter

2.00pm Home Prayer group at 31 Roseberry Mews
Details available from ministers
and church elders
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Bazaar

Ladies' Fellowship

Many thanks to everyone who
helped, contributed and came
along to the Bazaar on Sat. 14th
Nov. £362.77 was raised for
church funds.

The ladies' met for a lovely
lunch at the Cross Keys on Tuesday 17th November. A lovely
way to finish our meetings in
2015.
Please note the next meeting will

Our Partner in Uganda be at St Andrew's on Tuesday

12th January 2016, 1.30pm to
The most recent news from 3.00pm.
Rosemary came in a brief phone
call to say she had received her
Shoe Box Appeal
prescribed medicine safely and
thankfully, and an e-mail exShona, Eleanor and Joan would
change.
like to thank you for your very
By the end of this year she is 60 generous donations and support
so is due to take retirement. We for this very worthwhile charity.
believe she will move back to 52 boxes were filled and sent
the village in the southwest from St. Andrew's. Many thanks
where she has a small house and to Grant for delivering the boxes
some land, away from the costs to the collection point.
of living in the capital. Her government pension will be meagre Please save your empty shoe
- not commensurate with a nurs- boxes for next year. We've run
ing sister here - so she will still out of them!!
appreciate our help to support
the two nieces who are doing
well at training college.
Please keep Rosemary's future in
your prayers and remember to
sign her Christmas card in the
foyer at church.
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The Mary Thomson Fund
(Regd Charity 1112610)
St Andrews has been supporting
this small Charity with donations of
food at Harvest Festival for many
years and this is a reminder as to
what it does.. The Charity exists to
support refugees and asylum seekers in the Tees Valley and anticipates that there will be many more
in future.
Adults seeking asylum are able to
claim £36.95 per week whilst they
process their Claim.

Once the Claim is submitted, the
wait begins for a decision. They are
not allowed to work, and many
want to do so. If their Claim is refused there is a right of Appeal
against the decision and dealing
with Appeals can take many
months, even years. And at times
the Home Office loses all the papers in support of the Appeal which
then have to be completed all over
again..

Then finally when a Refugee who
has come alone is granted ‘leave to
remain’ he or she will be unable to
bring their spouse or children to
join them until he or she is earning
£18600 per year!. This can lead to
families being split up for years.

So often it seems that every single
obstacle is put in the way of asylum
seekers, whether they are professionally qualified, hold a degree or
have a much needed skill. And
‘going back to where they came
from’ is not an option if they have
been driven out of their home country by war, death threats and intimidation.
The Mary Thompson Fund helps in
many practical ways. The legal
minefield is dealt with by the sister
Charity based in Stockton, Justice
First where there is a friendly dropin centre.

MTF wants it to be known that they
will support any of the current refugees that are dispersed to the Tees
Valley and thanks everyone who
has contributed in recent weeks.. .

Once Appeal rights are exhausted,
there is no further allowance paid
which is where the MTF comes in
by supplying them with a small
weekly amount (£5) and groceries.
Jane Tomlin
MTF is also able to help with
money for the journey to Liverpool Who was Mary Thompson? A
where fresh applications are consid- poster with some details about her
ered.
life is on the notice board at St Andrews..
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Redcar

The Annual Bazaar

A huge thank you to all who
supported this event in any way:
by donating, by helping or by
visiting on Saturday, 14th November.

Carols of Praise

Sunday 13th December

Morning worship will include
carols and readings chosen by
the congregation. Please choose
your favourite carols and if you
have a favourite poem, reading
Again it was a very busy event
or prayer which you may like to
but one which had a wonderful
share please let Catherine or
atmosphere and was well atElaine know.
tended. Many of the craftspeople
commented on the fellowship
they encountered.
The Bazaar raised an amazing
£778 for Church funds!!
THANK YOU!

Tue 1st Dec
Tue 5th Jan

Weekly

Redcar Calendar

2.00pm Craft and Chatter in the Church
2.00pm Craft and Chatter in the Church

Wednesday
10.45am
Thursday
9.30am
10.00-11.30am
2.00pm

Singing Group
Prayers
Pop-in Centre
Thursday Prayers at the home of
Catherine Milburn.
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Preachers

Marton
6-Dec
13-Dec
20-Dec

Guisborough

Redcar

K Harris

B Stephenson

K & M Harris

C Morrison

Carols of Praise

J Harper

M Harris

K Harris

D Moore

C Morrison

at Marton

Meditation

10.00am

C Morrison
Meeting

Parade,Toy Serv’
Communion

Christmas at Guisb’gh
27-Dec

Joint 10.00am

MartonWT
Joint

3-Jan

C Morrison

10-Jan

D Elliott

17-Jan
24-Jan
31-Jan

Parade

9.30am

Communion

10.00am

Joint 10.00am

M Harris

Communion

D Moore

11.00am

10.00am

J Martin

Communion

C Morrison

Covenant Service

J Harper

K Harris

M Harris

L Mullen

J Harper

C Morrison

K Martin

K & M Harris

Communion

C Morrison

Material for the February Magazine to church editors by Sunday
17th January 2016 please
Group Editor – R Wheeler, 2C Gypsy Lane, Nunthorpe,
Middlesbrough, TS7 0DX. Telephone: 01642 300546.
Email: roger.wheeler5@virginmedia.com
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