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Dear Friends,
Having got back from the first part of my sabbatical on the 3rd
June, it has now taken a good portion of June to get my brain back
into the swing of ministry in the pastorate. There was a lot to catch
up on as well, with emails, and meetings, and news of people. I am
just so grateful to our wonderful church secretaries and elders for
updating me and helping me get back into the swing of things. As
well as all the news of people under the weather - and there are
many who are relying on our prayers at this time, there was also a
rather sobering elders meeting, at which we began to share how
things really are in our churches, something that we have tried to
by and large shield each another from in the past. But with increasing communication within our Group we are able to ‘carry each
other’s burdens’ (Galatians 6: 2).
Sharing and carrying one another’s burdens is not an easy thing to
do. Firstly, it is not always easy, or comfortable, to open up to one
another and admit that things are not as rosy as we would like them

Group Anniversary Service
Redcar United Reformed Church
7th July 2013 - 11.00am
A special service to celebrate being the East Cleveland Group.
Please make sure you offer lifts and car share as parking is never
the best at Redcar, but parking is free in the car parks on Kirkleatham Street round the back at the weekend.
Please bring some kind of contribution to the bring and share
church picnic in the hall after the service. Drinks will be provided.
All church notices will be put on the projector, please send to Roger
(roger.wheeler5@virginmedia.com or 01642 300546) prior to the service.
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to be. Secondly, when we have a lot on our plate, we might have
previously wondered how we can carry the burdens of others when
things are tough enough for us. But here is the key, rather than continue our introspective gazing and sombre sharing of where we are,
to look around us, to see others needs, personally and as churches,
we can actually gain refreshment and encouragement as we take on
the burdens of others. Good honest sharing also relieves false perspectives, relieves the pressure for us to be as good as others or as
successful as others, without actually knowing their situation. Carrying each other’s burdens means that we are in it together – a
team, although with our differences, our unique characters.
My prayer for our Group is the same as my prayer for those who
are struggling right now across the Group due to personal situations that they are facing, that we might learn to journey together
every day through the good days and the bad, so that when we face
a massive hurdle, or even a cul-de-sac requiring us to retrace our
steps, that we do so together chatting with familiarity and supporting one another as we journey together persevering in ultimately
finding the way of Christ, which is the path of life I pray we can all
walk together. And of course, never forgetting who ultimately
bears the burdens which we together carry… ‘Praise be to the
Lord, to God our Saviour, who daily bears our burdens’ (Psalm 68:
19).
“Lift your burdens, unto Jesus, for he cares for you”… as the well
loved song goes! It is a joy to be back and walking along with you
all again!
God bless!
Catey
Ancient
What is impossible for God? Not that which is difficult to His
power but that which is contrary to His nature.
Ambrose Bishop of Milan and Church Father (4th Century)
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Prayers
Synod Prayers
This year’s Prayer Diary takes as its themes from the United
Reformed Church’s Vision 2020 mission strategy, For July the
theme is ‘Evangelism’.
7th July
14th July
21st July
28th July

Synod Pilgrimage this week from Selkirk to Crookham
Street Pastors and similar ventures across the region
St Aidan’s, Hexham; Horsley; John Knox, West
Denton; Revd John Paul
St George’s, High Heaton; St Cuthbert’s LEP, Heaton;
Revd Margaret Johnson; Church of the Good Shepherd
LEP, Battle Hill; Revd Janet Appleby

For August the theme is ‘Growth’.
4th August Fresh Expressions of Church, such as Messy Church,
Godly Play, and Café Church
11th August St Columba’s, North Shields; Revd Liz Blair; St Andrew’s, Monkseaton; Revd David Peel; Children’s &
Youth Pastor
th
18 August Felton; Longframlington, Rothbury; Glanton; Revd Edward Butlin
th
25 August The Churches’ Regional Commission in the North
East

Modern
‘Behold I make all things new’ It seemed the one text in the bible
for me that day; for I was walking in a world indescribably beautiful, indescribably lovely.
Temple Gairdner: English Anglican Missionary (Early 20th Century)
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Manse Prayers
Join Ken, Dorothy, Norma and Catey for a
time of prayer and bible reading at 31,
Oakley Close, Guisborough every Tuesday
at 8.30am. ~ All welcome.

Let Us Pray
It is hard to look ahead and seek a vision
when the world seems in chaos
and the church often struggling.
It is hard to know what to pray; hard to begin.
Eternal, living God, God in perfect Trinity of love and being,
God who was and is and is to come,
give to us open eyes, hearts and minds
so that, each day, each week, each year,
we allow you to enter in the noise of our worry
and into all our busyness, to show us
your creative work in blending the threads of the past –
the joys and the sorrows – which are part of our lives,
into a re-created whole; your redemptive work,
in healing the failures and sin of the past
so that the weak becomes strong and vibrant;
your enabling work, in helping us live today
with a true, living vision for your future.
By your Spirit, show us what we must leave behind,
what we must hold as precious
and what new things we must learn,
that your kingdom may come in our church,
in our world, in our lives.
Jesus said, ‘I am come that they might have life; life in all its fullness.’ (John 10:10)
Ruth Crofton
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News from the Persecuted Church
Pray for churches and Christian organisations in the UK
They may be threatened with the loss of their charitable status! Since
2006 Christian charities have been obliged to demonstrate that their activities are of benefit to the wider public (before this date that was simply
assumed if one of the charity's purposes was "the advancement of religion"). In 2012 a group of Brethren churches had their re-application for
charitable status turned down by the Charity Commission because they
were judged not to satisfy this requirement, despite the extensive work
carried out by Brethren congregations in their communities. Losing this
status would put many churches and Christian groups under financial
pressure and severely limit their activities. Pray that the Charity Commission will see them as a force for good in society and encourage their
work instead of crippling it.

Pray for churches in the aftermath of the ‘Arab Spring‘
Attacks against Churches in Egypt have increased since the revolution of
2011. St. George’s church in the village of Sarsena was targeted by local
Muslims twice in two days in February. They were incited by Salafists
who claimed that the church was ‘an unlawful neighbour’ to the Muslims
who lived next door. St. George‘s was set ablaze on 15th February , and
then the following evening, while a so-called ‘reconciliation‘ meeting
was taking place, Muslims threw Molotov cocktails and stones at the
building. In a separate incident, a church in the upper Egyptian city of
Kom Ombo came under attack for several days over an unfounded rumour that a Muslim woman had converted to Christianity; 12 Christians
were injured in the violence at the end of February. Pray that the authorities will proved better protection for churches in Egypt.
From the Barnabus Fund Prayer Diary; www.barnabusfund.org

‘Operation 18’
CSW’s new campaign will focus on Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that states ‘Every one has the right to freedom of
thought conscience and religion’. Please pray for wisdom for all of
CSW’s staff involved in the campaign.
In Vietnam, some new Christians come under pressure not only from the
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authorities, but even from their own relatives and friends. Families of
new Christians are sometimes encouraged by the authorities to harass the
new converts pressuring them to give up their beliefs. Other times, they
pressure them out of fear for their safety.
Christian Solidarity Worldwide Prayer Diary; www.csw.org.uk

Prayers for the IPM Church in Mozambique
Pray for the Synod meeting at Antioch, July 12-15 and all who will attend it. As well as transacting the usual business, this meeting will be a
jubilee celebration of 125 years since the first evangelistic work of the
Swiss Mission in Mozambique. There is also a one-day meeting of Synod
in November.
Pray for the two presbyteries of Umbulizi West and South East on the
edge of Maputo, and for churches that seek to respond to the needs of
people who are flocking into the ever-expanding capital city.

Situation Vacant
Group Secretary/Administrator
At the Meeting of Group Elders in March it was agreed that we should
appoint a Group Secretary,
• to give the Group more focus and
• to act as a bridge between Catey and the four Churches in a supportive role
• to service the quarterly Group Elders meetings.
We believe that this job is sufficiently important to be a paid one, and we
can find funds which would allow this. Catey is in favour of this as it
would mean that there was someone to take on the Admin work which
she currently does, as is necessary when there are four churches..
A full job description, hours to be worked and rates of pay can all be negotiated. Is this something which would interest you? Please think about
it and let any of the Elders or Catey know.
Jane Tomlin, Group Treasurer
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Prayer Pointers
for needs and inspiration across the Group:
Prayers for the week beginning…
1st July

8th July

15th July

22nd July

29th July

Pray for the IF Campaign, “IF there was ENOUGH
food” following on from the recent summit held in
Northern Ireland, which committed to giving 0.7% a
year to eradicating world poverty. This may not seem
like much but what was committed to be given will
bring an estimated 2 million children out of starvation
around the world. Pray for that to happen!
Please pray for our Redcar church as it struggles with
a user group where debts owed are not helping the
church finances at all. And pray for our Marton
church as it continues to encourage users groups to be
considerate in their use of the building. Pray for our
response as Christians to these difficulties and for the
right way to speak and act.
Pray for all who are in need in our communities, particularly those who are facing the challenges and uncertainties of illness. Pray for doctors to be there with
compassion, understanding and with the knowledge to
provide all the assistance and medical help that they
can. Pray for encouragement for all doctors and nursing staff in our area.
Again we pray for all those who are newly unemployed, and those looking for new jobs due to being
unhappy in their current job. And pray for the families
of those newly unemployed particularly where so
many friends will be heading off on holiday. Pray for
new businesses to move into our region in the coming
months.
Pray for everyone heading off on summer holiday, for
safe travelling and for times of refreshment.
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5th August

Pray for the housebound members of our churches,
those who do not get out from the four walls of their
houses. Pray for ways to bring them refreshment and
summer into their homes.
th
12 August Pray for the Foodbanks and Foodstops within our area
who are still giving out dozens of parcels every day
even throughout these summer months. Pray that people will not forget about them and will continue to
buy items for those in crisis during their weekly
shops.
th
19 August Pray for God to bless us and stir in us new passion to
learn from each other as well as from the Bible, as we
seek to increase our faith and understanding of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
th
26 August Pray for Lingdale church as they prepare to set up a
Boys Brigade within the village, for boys and girls
age 5-11. Pray that this will be met with enthusiasm.

Trip to Iona

F.A.F. Club

FAF Club next meets on Sunday 14th Please can everyone taking
July 6.30-8.30pm at the Lingdale part in the September trip
to Iona let Catey have the
Manse.
remaining payment by 13th
Following that, there will be a sum- July.
mer trip in August to play Lasertag
at MiniMonsterz, date to be ar- Also you need to speak to
Catey regarding travel arranged!
rangements for the trip.
Please ring Catey for information
Ancient
The Lord has taught us that no one can know God unless he is
taught by God.
Irenaeus Bishop of Lyons (possibly from Smyrna) theologian (2nd century)
9

Nathan’s News!
I am sorry if I am still going on about Nathan and his iPad, but I
wanted to just update everyone once again! You will no doubt, in
the course of time, see Nathan using his iPad as he carries it around
all the time. And it really is a sight to behold as he now wizzes
through the menus to say what he wants to say. It really is enabling
him to speak and get his views across, as finally Nathan has a
voice, albeit a computerised voice! Stephen Hawkings here we
come!
We have to make sure that we keep up with Nathan’s progress and
add new words to his vocabulary as each new event in his life happens. Recently I had told Nathan that that evening, after school, I
would cut his hair. Getting ready for this “important” event we had
entered into his iPad the buttons “My Mummy” and “Cut my
Hair”. So what did he do that Monday morning but walk into
school with his still uncut hair declaring proudly to his teaching
assistant who met him at the door – “My Mummy cut my hair”.
Also at the Group Elders meeting recently when he came in at the
end, during the tidying away part, he clearly, and without assistance, asked if he could have a sandwich that was still sitting on
the table uneaten from the tea that I had put on before the meeting.
AMAZING! The only problem that we have found is that we cannot insure his iPad, despite really needing to because of the likelihood of damage, because it is in the possession of someone under
18. So let us put it this way, we are leaving the fund open for future
donations of amount, in order that we can slowly build up enough
for WHEN it happens, because we know IT WILL! But hopefully
not for a while at least! But what we do know is that Nathan HAS
to be able to speak and tell us what he wants for his breakfast for
instance. As he is very creative with his plans, we do need to
know! A huge thanks!
Catey
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From Another Church
Many years ago, my sister in law, a minister with the Church of
Scotland, accepted an invitation to baptise Ben at St Andrew’s during an interregnum. Twenty plus years later both have moved on.
Ben is now a young adult, an adept musician and looking forward
to training as a teacher. Rev Lorna Hood has developed her ministry gaining respected in her parish and in the councils of the wider
church. This culminated in her appointment to the post of Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland last month.
Hence it was that family members, joined other guests in the moderator’s gallery for the opening day of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland to witness her inauguration. The opening session commenced with a fanfare from herald trumpeters, as dignitaries in full regalia, accompanied by maces and military escort
processed into the hall The assembly then moved through a mixture of worship, pageant, ceremony and business including the induction of Lorna into her post.
We were excused assembly for the afternoon business session, and
rejoined events in the more informal evening session. This included a review of his year in office by the outgoing moderator.
The following day we worshipped with many of those attending
assembly in St Giles Cathedral
Reflections from the weekend include the glorious sound of singing as all present united in worship. The assembly itself sung without then benefit of any accompaniment: it is amazing what can
happen when one person waves his arms about in front of a five
hundred christians - have faith and great things happen.
The informal evening session included the unforgettable sound of
the steel band, COSTOS, from Trinidad. The group included old
and young. Working together they produced marvellous melodies,
all completely recognisable on their steel drums. This was
achieved despite the bass drum taking exception to the Scottish
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weather! The music of the church crossed the continents and
clearly spreads the message of Christ wherever it goes.
The out going moderator to the church shared with us the hope that
he had witnessed in visits to the church. He went on to challenge
that to survive the church needs to change; and that the change
would have to be led by the ‘grey hairs and the no hairs’ because
there is no-one else. May be our church is no different.
On the Sunday, as we came away from Edinburgh, the Church of
Scotland was taking its message to the people through a carnival
event in Princess Street Gardens. The event open to the whole
community was expected to involve thousands of people. Is this
what is meant by evangelism.
Roger Wheeler

Guisborough
It is coming up to the time, at work, when I have to undergo my
annual appraisal. This is a time when I look back over the year at
what I have done, and what I have learned and look forward to
how I will do things differently, and what I need to learn next year.
This used to be a relaxed and interesting process but, with the introduction of revalidation of GPs, there is the added stress of satisfying all the requirements to be able to continue working.
At our church meeting recently we briefly discussed LMMR, local
ministry and mission review. This is a similar process of appraisal
for the minister and the congregation. Of course, one of the problems with any of these processes is that they are time consuming.
They require many people to put in many hours work when time is
precious and people to carry out the process may be hard to find.
The church meeting itself revealed another problem with appraising where we are, which is a tendency to concentrate on our weak12

nesses and, therefore, become more despondent about the future.
At Guisborough we have members moving into care homes and an
aging congregation. Poor access means some members cannot join
us for worship. Some of our members are facing ill health and are a
cause for concern for us all. The number of the willing and able to
carry out tasks is diminishing and finances are challenging. These
problems are not unique to us.
It is important to also look at our strengths. We are truly a family at
Guisborough, we care for one another. Where one has to stand
down from a role, someone will stand up to take over or to help to
find another solution. Our major strengths are our faith and our
love for each other. We meet for prayer regularly and are involved
in the wider church in the town. Many of us are involved in serving
God outside the church as well, in our work and our recreational
activities.
Our young people and those who teach are coming to the end of an
academic year. There will be exams and reports to assess the year
that has gone and look forward to what the future may hold. After
this, they will have a well earned rest and many of us will be taking
holidays. It would be good if we could use this time of rest and recreation to concentrate on the positives in our lives and in our
churches.

Rotas
7 Jul
14 Jul
21 Jul
28 Jul
4 Aug
11 Aug
18 Aug
25 Aug
1 Sep

Vestry
Communion Door
Group Service at Redcar at 11.00am
J Reynolds
M Burrows
D Moore
J Basham
J Basham
J Reynolds
P Etwell
D Cross
B Ward
D Houston
M Burrows
R Tunnicliffe
M Ward
M Houston
D Houston
D Moore
D Beattie
J Basham
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Flowers
J Reynolds
Helen Senior
M Baird
M Sollett
M Ward
Hilary Tucker
J Bulmer
D Cross

Enjoy your summer and do all this in prayer, asking for God's help.
Pray on every occasion as the Spirit leads. For this reason keep
alert and never give up; pray always for all God's people (Eph.
6:18). May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace
by means of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to
grow by the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:13).
Donna Moore

Guisborough Calendar
Wed 3rd Jul
Sat
Tue
Thu
Sat
Wed
Tue

7.00pm Prayer Meeting at Doreen’s (1 Nidderdale, Skelton).
th
6 Jul 8.00am Guisborough Prayer Breakfast.
16th Jul 2.30pm Service at Belmont View Care Home
18th Jul 12noon Elders Meeting in the Hall
3rd Aug 8.00am Guisborough Prayer Breakfast.
7th Aug 7.00pm Prayer Meeting at Doreen’s (1 Nidderdale, Skelton).
th
20 Aug 2.30pm Service at Belmont View Care Home.

Daily

Monday 19th to Friday 24th August
9.30-12noon Bridge Holiday Club for 5-11 year olds,
and Teen Club for 11-16 year olds . See
Catey for more information.

Monthly prayers will resume later in the year.
Any changes to these dates will be announced in the Sunday Service. Please
check.

Weekly
Thursdays 9.30am – 11.30am Market Day Coffee Morning
Thursdays
11.30am Quiet Time – prayers and reflections with Catey, Meg, Ken,
Norma and others.
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Redcar
Afternoon Tea
We raised a wonderful £240.95
during our recent Afternoon Tea.
From this we gave a donation of
£40 to Mes Amis who are supporting the Stroke Unit at James
Cook Hospital this year as their
chosen charity. Thank you to all
who helped and supported this
event – it was a lovely afternoon.

Redcar Calendar
Tue 2nd Jul 2.00pm Craft and Chatter in the church
Wed 10th Jul 1.30pm Elders Meeting at Catherine Milburn’s
house.
Tue 16th Jul 2.00pm Welcome at Wins – meet for a cuppa and
an informal chat (46, Redcar Lane)
Sun 4th Aug11.00am United Service with Zetland Park Methodist and Newcommen Methodist
Churches at our church.
th
Tue 6 Aug 2.00pm Craft and Chatter in the church
Tue 20th Aug 2.00pm Welcome at Wins – meet for a cuppa and
an informal chat

Weekly
Thursday

9.30am Prayers
10.00-11.30am Pop-in Centre
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St Andrew’s
Ladies Fellowship
The Ladies' Fellowship will meet on Weds. 4th Sept. at St Andrew's at 7.30p.m. We will have a shared supper and discuss what
our program for the session will be and also discuss the time of future meetings. All are welcome. please come and join us.

Wyre Valley Walk Festival 2013
On the 16th May 2013 Steven and I set of for our Christian Aid
Trek at 6.30a.m. to go across the Pennines to the Wyre. It was a
very nice sunny day for travelling.. We arrived at Delph Lane
Quarry at 8.50a.m. where we were meeting to start our walk. We
were walking by the River Calder this time.
Sixteen of us started the walk at 9.15a.m. and the weather was still
nice with a cool breeze. We started at Rough Moor where we overlooked the Bleasdale Tower and then over Broadgate Meadow
Wood. We climbed Fair Snape Fell where we saw the remains of a
plane crash. This was where a Blenheim Bomber crash landed
from mid air which resulted in the loss of two young lives in 1944.
They were aged 22 and 25. There is a memorial in the middle of
Fair Snape Fell at the exact spot where the two young men lost
their lives.
At this point we were 600 feet above sea level and had nice views
of Blackpool and Snowdonia National Park. Now we dropped to
the River Calder itself and Tom Warings Well where we stopped
for lunch.
After lunch we walked by the river and saw a lot of plovers, fennel,
juniper and some forsythia. Walking over Hazelhurst Fell we
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started to see a few droplets of rain. Next we saw the chimney pots
and works of Oakenclough and the Nuclear Power Station at Heysham in the distance.
We returned to Delph Lane Quarry at 4.00p.m. after walking a distance of 13 miles. We then went for a drink to the Barns Cottage
Restaurant in Scorton followed by a meal at the Wheatcheif Pub in
Garstang.
At 6.30p.m. we set off on our journey back over the Pennines getting home after a very nice day at 9.00pm.
Grant and Steven
Grant and Steven raised £210.00 for Christian Aid. Well done to
you both.

St Andrew’s Calendar
Thu 4th Jul
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thu
Wed

2.00pm Prayer Meeting at Audrey’s (31, Roseberry Mews).
th
10 Jul 7.30pm Elders Meeting.
17th Jul 2.30pm Worship at Kirkley Lodge
24th July 1-3pm Knit and Natter
1st Aug 2.00pm Prayer Meeting at Audrey’s
28th Aug 1-3pm Knit and Natter
2.30pm Worship at Kirkley Lodge

Weekly
Wednesday
Sunday
Boys Brigade

9.30am Midweek Informal Worship &
Prayers – All welcome
After Worship Traid Craft Stall (Last Sunday
in month)
Details available from ministers
and church elders
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Lingdale
Fun Day and Boys Brigade Taster Day
at the Manse
Join us on Saturday 6th July 10am – 1pm
for a fun day in the Manse Garden. This
will also be a taster day for the Boys Brigade Unit starting in September (girls welcome too!). There will be a bouncy castle,
football cage, face painting, hog roast and
other refreshments. All welcome!

Book Club
The next meeting will be on 9th July at 7.00pm NOT the 2nd July.
The August meeting will be on 6th August, again at 7.00pm.

Flower Rota
14th July – Mr A Thompson
21st July – Mrs M Saunders
28th July – Mr T Waller
in memory of Miss J Scarth & Mrs B Waller

4th August – Mr T Waller
11th August – Mrs J Scott
18th August – Mrs P Green
25th August – Mr A Thompson
5th September– Mrs H Dunstan

Modern
(Dear God Thank you for football and cricket and all the different
sports that I like. Thank you for making me fit and healthy to enjoy them.
A nine year old’s prayer written for a Cub meeting (21st Century)
18

Lingdale Calendar
Weekly
Tuesday

10.00am – 10.30am Prayers for our Community
10.30am – 12noon Community Café
rd
3 Sunday of the month5.30pm Family Service followed by
FAF at the Manse

Diary
Wed
Sat
Tue
Sun
Wed
Wed
Thu
Wed
Tue
Wed
Wed

3rd Jul 1.30-3.30pm
6th Jul 10am - 1pm
9th Jul
7.00pm
th
14 Jul
6.30pm
th
17 Jul 1.30-3.30pm
17th Jul
7.00pm

Craft and Conversation in the hall.
Fun Day & Boy’s Brigade Taster
Book Club
FAF Club at the manse.
Craft and Conversation.
Church Meeting, to be held in the
manse.
Final Judging takes place for North18th Jul
umbria in Bloom.
st
31 Jul 1.30-3.30pm Craft and Conversation.
6th Aug
7.00pm Book Club
14th Aug1.30-3.30pm Craft and Conversation.
28th Aug1.30-3.30pm Craft and Conversation.

Material for the September Magazine to church editors by Sunday 18th August please (a week later than usual; publication Sunday 1st September)
Group Editor – R Wheeler, 2C Gypsy Lane, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough, TS7 0DX.
Telephone: 01642 300546.
Email: roger.wheeler5@virginmedia.com
19

Preachers

7-Jul
Marton 10.00am Gap Service
9.30am Gp Service

Communion

9.30am N Johnson

United

Redcar 11.00am C Morrison

Guisbo

Marton 10.00am D Moore

4-Aug

Lingdale 5.30pm Gp Service

Redcar 11.00am Gp Service

Guisbo

11am Redcar
Faith Lunch/Picnic

Lingdale 5.30pm C Morrison

14-Jul

J Harper

21-Jul

K Harris

28-Jul

D Moore

4-Aug

D Moore

C Eddowes

K Harris

N Johnson

B Sandford

N Johnson

25-Aug

1-Sep

C Morrison

United

C Morrison

Communion

J Coulthard

Communion

C Morrison
K Harris
Communion

J Harper
Communion

L Granville

18-Aug

MartonWT

Communion

11-Aug

J Harper
C Morrison

K Harris

D Harris

K Harris

C Morrison

C Morrison

K Harris

Communion

Communion

K Harris

Church Meet

C Morrison

J Harper

C Morrison

Communion

N Johnson

J Coulthard
Communion
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Group Service

